Boise State University

ScholarWorks
2021 Undergraduate Research Showcase

Undergraduate Research and Scholarship
Showcases

4-23-2021

The Effect of Parenting Style, Child’s Temperament, and Child’s
Attachment Style on Out-Group Perception
Elena Gardner
Boise State University

Iryna Babik
Boise State University

The Effect of Parenting Style, Child’s Temperament, and Child’s Attachment Style on Out-Group Perception
Elena Gardner & Iryna Babik

Factors Affecting Out-Group Perception
Parenting Style
Parenting style play a large role in the development of child’s
personality traits, as well as their perceptions of others. Parenting styles
are defined on levels of responsiveness and control and are classified
as four categories: authoritarian, authoritative, permissive, and
neglectful.1 For the purposes of this research, only authoritarian (high in
demands, low in responsiveness) and authoritative (high in demand,
high in responsiveness) will be focused on. Authoritarian parents, who
are often strict, unaffectionate, and value discipline create children who
are fearful, have a low self-esteem and are more protective of the ingroup and are more likely to display intergroup biases.2 On the other
hand, authoritative parents, who are loving and empathetic foster
acceptance and open-mindedness in their children, which leads to more
positive out-group perceptions and the condemning of intergroup
biases.3

Child’s Attachment Style
Parental practices play a role in shaping a child’s attachment style,
which then impacts future social perceptions and relationships. Parents
act as a base for their child while they interact with their surroundings.
Responsive, supportive parents act as a secure base for their children
and result in increased exploration of the environment and a tolerance
for novelty.4 This secure attachment that is formed relates to children
embracing out-group differences and reducing biases. In contrast,
infants who are insecurely attached tend to seek security within their ingroup which, therefore, results in intergroup biases and social exclusion
of the out-group.5

Child’s Temperament
Personality traits in early childhood (3-4 years) manifest into similar
traits as they develop into adulthood. These personality traits relate to
an individual’s beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors. Children who are
confident, autonomous, expressive and social at the age of 3-4 often
grow up to be open-minded, novelty-seeking adults who were more
likely to embrace change and show a greater acceptance for outgroups.7 Conversely, children who are fearful, indecisive, and withdrawn
children develop into adults who are rigid, value structure, and are
uncomfortable with order. These individuals are often resistant to
change, are more likely to display intergroup biases and hold negative
attitudes towards out-groups.5

In-Group vs. Out-Group Perceptions
As an individual progresses through life, they view others as being
either part of the in-group or the out-group. This development of a
social identity plays a role in forming the individual’s self-beliefs as
well as their role in relation to others in their surrounding
environments. Often, this results in a more favorable perception of the
in-group and the development of intergroup biases leading to social
exclusion of out-groups. Depending on certain factors, some
individuals develop a “negativity bias” towards members of an outgroup, while others are more accepting and approach-oriented.6
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